SOUTH AMERICA

what Latin-American writers have called the Bolivarian
theory, that is to say the principle of 6sociocratic heredity3
on the Gomtean or pre-Comtean pattern. He would have
desired, taking his cue no doubt from the example of the
Antonines at Rome, that, at the head of each of the
Republics he had created, there should be a Life-Presi-
dent, who should appoint his own successor. In this
manner he thought to combine absolutism and continuity,
the apanage of hereditary monarchies, while discarding
the hereditary principle.

Not all of Bolivar's ideas have been put into practice.
However, the States that succeeded to his ideal State have
gradually gone back to dictators. The dictator in these
regions of wide open spaces and horses is the chief of the
llaneros, the master of the gauchos, the candillo* The
candillo (candillism has been absorbed into our current
vocabulary) is the fuhrer or duce of the Venezuelans, the
Ecuadorians. In every one of the American States there
has appeared at one time or another, the monarchy
without a crown, of which Bolivar stands as the theoretic
exponent, and which several of his pupils and imitators
have put into practice.
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